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The Life of William Henry, of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 
1729-1786, Patriot, Military Officer, Inventor of the Steam- 
boat. By Francis Jordan, Jr., Lancaster, Pa. 1910. Pp. 185. Illus- 
trated. Boultou Publishing Co., 128 North Front Street, Philadelphia. 

It is a characteristic of this biography, that letters and documents, 
now for the first time given to the public, tell the story, and not the 
author, of the conspicuous activities of William Henry, who as a mili- 
tary officer served through the Revolution ; of his abilities as a financier ; 
of his fame as an inventor ; his patriotism and devotion to the cause of 
the struggling colonists for their independence ; and as the benefactor 
and first patron of Benjamin West. His correspondence with statesmen 
and officers of high rank, who figured prominently during the Revolu- 
tion, has a unique historical value. 

William Henry sailed for England in 1760, but the vessel was captured 
by a French privateer and he did not reach London for near a year, 
where he found the public mind agitated over the attempt of Watts to 
utilize steam as a motive power. He visited Watts and witnessed his 
steam engine in operation, and it was then that Henry conceived the 
idea, which he later perfected, of applying steam to marine navigation. 
His first tests were made on the Conestoga Creek, near his home ; the 
first boat sunk after a trial, owing to structural weakness ; the second 
boat was a success. His manifold duties during the Revolution, and 
after the war in Congress, and his early death, prevented his developing 
his invention for commercial purposes. John Fitch and the German 
traveler Schoepff, who visited him and inspected his drawings and 
models, both concede priority to him, and the late Professor Thurston, 
of Cornell, in his history of the steamboat, awards to William Henry 
the honor of the first builder ; that Fitch improved on Henry, and 
Fulton on both. He also invented the screw auger. As a contribution 
to the history of the Revolution, and the development of the services of 
a distinguished citizen of the Commonwealth, the book is timely and 
acceptable. 
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The Swedish Settlements on the Delaware ; Their History 
and Relation to The English and Dutch, 1638-1664. With an 
Account of the South, the New Sweden, and the American 
Companies, and the Efforts of Sweden to Regain the Colony. 
In Two Volumes. By Amandus Johnson, A.M., Ph.D. Philadelphia. 

This work is the result of five years of research in the archives and 
libraries of Sweden, Holland, England and America. For the first time 
the commercial activities that led up to the founding of the various 
trading companies and the colony and the preparation of the expedi- 
tions to the Delaware have been adequately treated. Much new light 
has been shed on the political history of the settlements and the relation 
of the Swedes to the English, Dutch and Indians, and the social life of 
the colonists, the houses they built, the clothes they wore, the food they 
ate, as well as other hitherto neglected subjects, have been extensively 
treated, largely from recently discovered sources. The introduction 
gives a very full account of Sweden, its political, commercial, social, 
religious and educational conditions during the first half of the 17th 
century and enables the reader to understand and appreciate the condi- 
tions in New Sweden. The work is published in two volumes of about 
400 pages each, and illustrated by over one hundred reproductions of 
old maps, original sketches of forts, drawings of buildings, etc., and 
Indian deeds as well as other documents. 

The price per volume, bound in green art vellum, gilt top, and gold 
stamped, is $2.50. Only a limited edition will be published, of which 
nearly half is already subscribed for in advance. 

Annual Proceedings of the Pennsylvania Society Sons of 
the Revolution, 1909-1910. Philadelphia, 1910. 8vo. pp. 95. 

Illustrated. 

The Year Book of this patriotic hereditary Society, in addition to the 
lists of its officers and managers, and the proceedings of the twenty- 
second annual meeting, contains a historical sketch of Christ Church, 
by Charles Henry Jones, Esq., and the annual sermon by the Rev. Louis 
Cope Washburn, S. T.D., rector of that church, on "The Secret of 
Leadership and Its Challenge to Patriotism," based on Col. 1 : 11. 
The Necrological Roll, prepared by the Secretary, Ethan Allan Weaver, 
C.E., M.Sc, is a valuable contribution to the records of the Society. 

The Life and Times of Senator James Ross. By James I. 
Brownson, Esq. Washington, Pa., 1910. 8vo. 52 pp. Illustrated. 

Senator Ross, whose grandparents emigrated from County Antrim, 
Ireland, prior to 1723, was born in York County, Penna., July 12, 1762. 
After graduating at Princeton, he settled in Washington County and 
was admitted to the bar. In 1795, he removed to Pittsburgh, where he 
quickly took high rank as a lawyer. In 1794, he succeeded Albert 
Gallatin in the Senate of the United States, where he became a promi- 
nent figure until 1803, when he resumed the practice of his profession 
until his death, November 27, 1847. The biographical sketch of this 
distinguished statesman was prepared for the Washington County His- 
torical Society, and the author's tribute to his great talents, varied 
learning, high principles and keen sense of honor, is a valuable contri- 
bution to the history of the Commonwealth. 
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MEMOIRS OP THE LlFE AND WORKS OF JEAN ANTOINE HOUDON, 

Life Sculptor of Voltaire and of Washington. By Charles 
Henry Hart and Edward Biddle. Royal square octavo, buckram, uncut, 
350 pages, with thirty photogravure illustrations. Edition 350 copies. 
Price $10.00 net. 

In offering to the public these Memoirs of the Life and Works of 
Jean Antoine Houdon, the greatest of French sculptors, who died in 
1828, it seems strange that this tardy justice to his genius should come 
from this side of the ocean and that, while his art is fully appreciated in 
his own land, in Britain, and on the continent of Europe, no one of his 
own tongue should have devoted a volume to the extraordinary career 
of the author of the superb Diana in the Louvre and the wonderful 
seated Voltaire in the Theatre Francais. To the American people 
Houdon is very near, from his having visited this country and chiseled 
the famous statue of Washington in the Capitol at Richmond, Va., as 
also from his having sculptured busts of Franklin, Jefferson, Paul 
Jones, Lafayette, Robert Fulton, and Joel Barlow. It was this keen 
interest of the writers that has resulted in the present work, in which 
Houdon's life, both as an artist and as a man, is traced with a fullness 
that was felt very difficult of accomplishment when first undertaken. 
As the material used in this work was chiefly in French, and a large 
part unpublished manuscripts, all the translations have been made by 
Mr. Biddle, who has also prepared the chapters on the statues of Mor- 
phee and of Diana, on Voltaire and on MoliSre, Rousseau and Mirabeau, 
while Mr. Hart is responsible for those on Franklin, on the tomb of 
Montgomery, on John Paul Jones, on the lodge of the Nine Sisters, on 
Washington, and on Lafayette. The other chapters are composite and 
will also contain a catalogue of Houdon's known works and also a re- 
print of the Houdon sale catalogue of 1828, from the unique copy in 
the National Library of Paris. 

The volume will be printed by the De Vinne Press and illustrated with 
thirty large photogravure plates by the F. A. Ringler Company, which 
is a certificate of their high quality. Address, 308 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 

Pennsylvania in American History. By Hon. Samuel W. 
Pennypacker, LL.D. 8vo, 504 pp. Limited edition of 750 copies, 
printed from type. William J. Campbell, 1623 Chestnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

This volume consists of a series of papers treating of the part played 
by Pennsylvania in the wars of the country, and in the formation, de- 
velopment and preservation of the Union. All of the papers are the 
outcome of special studies, and are almost exclusively based upon orig- 
inal sources of information. 

Writers of history have done scant justice to Pennsylvania. Many 
of her achievements have been ignored, and many of them have been 
placed in a false light. A notable example is found in the usual treat- 
ment of "The Revolt of the Pennsylvania Line" during the Revolution. 
Governor Pennypacker shows that the conduct of the Pennsylvania 
troops which were concerned in the so-called revolt, and which has been 
held up to censure by historians, was both heroic and patriotic. He 
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shows that Pennsylvania financed the Revolution, the War of 1812, and 
the Civil War; that she had more generals in the Civil War, and lost 
more men killed, than any other state; that she has no debt and borrow* 
no money; has always stood for religious liberty and was the first to 
oppose slavery; was the only state to have an entire army division in the 
Civil War; that she gave the Federal Government its home for ten years, 
for which she has never been reimbursed by Congress; and that she 
always was, and is still, the Keystone of the Union. 

In his chapter on Anthony Wayne he shows how Washington turned 
to Wayne at critical times for support and advice, and never in vain; 
and he paints in vivid colors the portrait of this great soldier. 

Among the subjects treated are: The Battle of Gettysburg as influ- 
enced by a Pennsylvania Regiment; Washington in Pennsylvania, where 
nearly all his official life was spent; The Louisiana Purchase; The 
Pennsylvania Dutchman; The University of Pennsylvania; The Quarrel 
between Conrad Beissel and Christopher Saur; The Capture of Stony 
Point; Congress Hall ; The High Water Mark of the British Invasion of 
America; etc. Whatever the subject, Governor Pennypacker's keen 
analysis and illuminating comment add a charm to the narrative that 
holds the interest of the reader through every page. 

Mechanically the book is perfect. The edition is strictly limited to 
750 numbered copies, at $4.00 net, per copy. 

Historical and Topographical Guide to Valley Forge. By 
W. Herbert Burk, B. I. Philadelphia, 1910. pp. 142. Illustrated. 

This attractive little work is more than a guide to the camp site at 
Valley Forge, for in no other publication will be found so much of the 
history and incidents of a spot to which the eyes of all patriotic Amer- 
icans turn. The Valley Forge Commission has marked all important 
sites, and as visitors follow the well defined lines of entrenchments and 
redoubts, Mr. Burk's narratives furnish the information that is naturally 
sought for. "No spot on earth," writes the Rev. Cyrus T. Brady, "not 
the plains of Marathon, nor the passes of Sempach, nor the place of the 
Bastile, nor the dykes of Holland, nor the moors of England, are so 
sacred in the history of the struggle for human liberty as Valley Forge." 
The patriotic work which the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has under- 
taken for the protection and preservation of the camp has recently been 
recognized by Congress in appropriating a liberal sum of money for the 
erection of a handsome memorial arch, and a number of the States are 
preparing to erect memorials to mark the camps of their regiments and 
brigades. With one single exception, troops from all the original Stales 
were present at Valley Forge. The numerous illustrations and maps 
which Mr. Burk has added to his text are valuable and interesting. A 
broad distribution of the book is much to be desired. 

Writings on American History, 1908. A Bibliography of Books 
and Articles on United States and Canadian History published during 
the year 1908, with some Memoranda on other portions of America. 
Compiled by Grace Gardner Griffin, New York. The Macmillan Co., 
8vo. pp. 174. Price $2.50 net. 

This volume includes the titles of all books and articles, with names 
of the authors, which contain anything of value to the history of the 
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United States and Canada. It lias been compiled by Miss Griffin at 
the Library of Congress, who also prepared the volumes for 1906 and 
1907. The very full index will be appreciated by all who may consult 
the work. 

Eecokd of the Courts op Chester County, Pennsylvania, 
1681-1697. Philadelphia, 1910. 8vo. pp. 430. Published by the 
Colonial Society of Pennsylvania. 

In the year 1860 the Historical Society of Pennsylvania published 
the Upland Court Eecord, 1676-1681, from the original in the posses- 
sion of the Society. ' ' The Records of the Courts of Chester County 
Pennsylvania begun y e 13" 1 of September. 1681 ending the 10 th Day e of 
March 1696-7," in the office of the Prothonotary of Chester County, at 
West Chester, Pa., are now published by the Colonial Society. This re- 
cent publication supplies us with much historical data. An excellent 
index of names will be found helpful. 

The War, "Stonewall" Jackson, His Campaigns and Battles, The 
Eegiment, as I saw them. By James H. Wood, Captain of Co. "D," 
37 Va. Infty. Regiment. Eddy Press Corp. , Cumberland, Md. pp. 181. 
Illustrated. 

These brief personal recollections of the part in which the author 
participated in the war between the States, begin while he was a cadet 
at the Virginia Military Institute, at Lexington, and continue as cap- 
tain in the 37th Virginia Infantry to his capture at Spottsylvania Court 
House in May of 1864, and release as a prisoner of war in June of 1865. 
The operations of his regiment, with the exception of the Antietam and 
Gettysburg campaigns, were confined to Virginia. The book is neatly 
printed and bound. 

Travels in the Confederation, 1783-1784. From the German 
of I)r Johann D. Schoepf by Alfred J. Morrison, Ph. D. 2 vols. 

Cloth, $5. 

In 1777, Dr. Schoepf was appointed Chief Surgeon of the Ansbach 
troops serving in the British army during the Revolution, and was on 
hospital duty in New York, Philadelphia, and in Ehode Island. Peace 
having been declared, he left New York in July of 1783, to travel 
through the States of New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia 
and the Carolinas, and extended to East Florida and the Bahama 
Islands. His book of travels was first published in two volumes at 
Erlangen in 1788. The greater part of the first volume is devoted to 
Pennsylvania, as far west as Pittsburgh. 

Dr. Schoepf was a man of scientific training, a prominent geologist, 
and an observer of great good sense and judgment, and his American 
notes for the year after the Eevolution are interesting throughout. This 
rare work, undoubtedly the most valuable of its kind for that period, 
has been overlooked to a great extent by historians, and its publication 
now is most acceptable. 
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American Government and Politics. By Charles A. Beard. 
New York, 1810. pp. 772. The Macmillan Co. 

The several excellent manuals on American Government now avail- 
able are written primarily for high schools, but the volume under notice, 
not too elementary nor yet too technical, is designed for college students 
and for citizens wishing a general survey of our political system. 
It is divided into three parts : Historical Foundations ; the Federal 
Government, and State Government, and supplemented by bibliograph- 
ical notes that are assisting to the reader. Taken in conjunction with 
the author's Eeadings in American Government and Politics, the work 
will be valuable to students of American history. 



